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INTRODUCTION 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Runcorn 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  submitting  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  1962. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  is  25.47.  This  figure  can  be  reduced 
if  unrelenting  attention  is  paid  to  improving  environmental  conditions 
and  to  the  whole  subject  of  mother  and  child  care. 

I I  deaths  from  Lung  cancer  and  21  deaths  from  chronic  bronchitis 
are  deaths  in  which  the  means  of  prevention  are  known  but  are  not 
being  used  as  widely  as  is  needed.  It  is  hoped  that  steady  progress  in 
making  new  Smoke  Control  Areas  will  be  possible  since  the  reduction 
of  atmospheric  pollution  is  urgent. 

The  problems  of  old  age  loom  large  in  the  picture  of  community 
health.  Many  of  the  difficulties  are  due  to  the  sheer  size  of  the 
problem.  Something  is  being  done  to  prevent  and  lessen  the  effects 
of  illness  in  the  elderly  by  the  district  nursing  service,  health  visitors, 
home  helps,  loan  of  nursing  equipment,  chiropody  and  meals  on 
wheels  services.  But,  in  the  nature  of  things  the  potential  scope  of 
prevention  is  necessarily  more  limited  than  in  the  child  welfare 
services.  However,  even  the  more  limited  scope  of  prevention 
possible  is  not  being  exploited  to  the  full  at  present. 

Infectious  diseases  are  at  present  under  control.  It  has  to  be 
remembered  that  they  are  under  control  and  not  rooted  out. 
This  distinction  is  important  because  the  present  success  against 
bacterial  disease  can  only  be  maintained  if  the  measures  of  control 
are  rigorously  and  watchfully  carried  out.  These  methods  fall  into 
two  main  categories : — A.  Physical  separation  of  human  beings  from 
disease-carrying  germs.  This  is  the  principle  of  sewage  disposal, 
clean  water  and  food  hygiene.  B.  Increasing  human  defence  against 
particular  diseases  as  in  immunisation  against  Diphtheria,  Polio¬ 
myelitis,  etc. 

It  is  one  of  the  important  responsibilities  of  a  Public  Health 
Department  to  see  that  these  defences  are  maintained  efficiently  and 
extended  where  possible. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  all  the  Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department 
who  have  worked  so  hard.  As  always  it  is  a  pleasure  to  record  my 
appreciation  of  the  ready  help  of  the  other  Chief  Officials  of  the 
Council. 

Yours  obediently, 

J.  L.  PATTERSON, 

M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Public  Health  Department,  “Pool  Dale”, 

Heath  Road,  Runcorn. 

Telephone  :  Runcorn  2261. 
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SECTION  A — Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area 


GENERAL  INFORMATION 


Area  of  Runcorn  Urban  District  in  Acres 
Population  at  Census,  1961 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  Population  at  30th  June, 
1962 

Density  of  Population  (i.e.  No.  of  persons  per  acre) 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1962,  according  to  the 
rate  book) 

Rateable  value  at  31st  December,  1962 

Rateable  value  at  31st  December,  1961  . . 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate  (approx.)  31st  December, 
1962  ..  ..  . 


3,116 

26,035 

26,640 

8.55 

8,766 

£429,797 

£427,860 

£1,774 


Vital  Statistics 

T o  tal  Male  Female 


LIVE  BIRTHS  . 

. .  589 

297 

292 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

. .  22.11 

ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS  per  cent 
of  total  live  births 

..  3.90 

STILL  BIRTHS . 

..  13 

4 

9 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

. .  21.59 

TOTAL  LIVE  and  STILL  BIRTHS 

. .  602 

301 

301 

INFANT  DEATHS  (deaths  under  1  year) 

15 

13 

2 

DEATHS 

. .  285 

159 

126 

Death  Rate  per  1.000  Population 

. .  10.69 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  . .  . .  25.47 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  24.74 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births  .  43.48 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1,000 
total  live  births)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  15.28 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1  week  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  15.28 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under 

1  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births). .  36.55 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion)  Number  of 
deaths  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  . .  . .  . .  Nil 


INFANT  DEATHS  (under  1  year)  1962 

Age  at  Death 


Causes  of  Death 

Under 

24 

hours 

Days 

Months 

Total 

1— 

7 

8— 

14 

15— 

21 

22— 

28 

1— 

3 

4— 

6 

7— 

9 

10— 

12 

Prematurity 

3 

1 

— 

— 

4 

Bronchitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

3 

Virus  pneumonia 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

Congenital 

Malformations 

— 

1 

1 

Intracraneal 

Haemorrhage 

— 

1 

1 

Cerebral 

Haemorrhage 

1 

1 

Haemolytic 

Disease 

1 

1 

Atelectosis 

— 

1 

1 

Total 

5 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1 

1 

— 

15 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

The  table  of  infant  deaths  shows  that  15  children  died  before 
reaching  the  age  of  1  year,  producing  an  infant  mortality  rate  of 
25.47  compared  with  16.32  in  the  previous  year. 


7 


COMPARISON  RAXES 


Year 

Popu¬ 

lation 

Per  1,000 

Population 

Per  1.000 
Live  Births 

Per  1,000 
Total  Live  and 
Still  Births 

Death 

Rate 

Live  Birth 
Rate 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate 

Still  Birth 
Rate 

1952 

23,990 

11.29 

15.79 

39.57 

23.19 

1953 

24,350 

9.07 

17.57 

21.02 

20.59 

1954 

24,770 

10.29 

16.83 

37.47 

27.97 

1955 

25,030 

9.74 

17.60 

45.30 

13.40 

1956 

25,460 

11.10 

18.20 

36.60 

25.30 

1957 

25,660 

9.19 

17.80 

21.78 

23.40 

1958 

25,800 

9.50 

17.50 

17.60 

19.50 

1959 

26,020 

9.65 

16.80 

36.61 

33.20 

1960 

26,350 

8.95 

17.57 

21.59 

21.14 

1961 

26,120 

10.76 

18.76 

16.32 

18.03 

1962 

26,640 

10.69 

22.11 

25.47 

21.59 

SECTION  B 
Sanitary  Circumstances 

i.  Water,  (i)  The  water  supply  consists  of  soft  water  from 
Lake  Yyrnwy  which  in  periods  of  extreme  weather  conditions  is 
augmented  by  a  supply  of  Runcorn  Well  water. 

Tests  are  made  of  the  water  by  the  Council,  and  during  the  year 
5  tests  of  Vyrnwy  water  were  made,  and  3  tests  of  Well  water  were 
made  by  the  Runcorn  and  District  Water  Board. 

The  Report  of  the  Analyst  is: — The  condition  of  the  water  is 
satisfactory. 

(ii)  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  4/51  requires  the  following 
information  regarding  water  supplies  in  the  area: — 

(/)  Whether  the  water  supply  of  the  area  and  of  its  several 
parts  has  been  satisfactory: — 

(a)  In  quality  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  Yes 

(b)  In  quantity  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  Yes 

(ii)  Where  there  is  a  piped  supply  whether  bacteriological 
examinations  were  made  of  (i)  the  raw  water  and  (ii) 
where  treatment  is  installed,  of  water  going  into  supply; 
if  so 

(a)  How  many?  .  .  .  .  Yes  (i)  3;  (ii)  5: 

(/?)  The  results  obtained.  Number  of 

coliform  organisms  per  100  mis.  Satisfactory 

(e)  The  results  of  any  chemical  analysis.  Satisfactory 
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(///)  Where  the  Waters  are  liable  to  have  plumbo  solvent  action 
the  facts  as  to  contamination  by  lead,  including  precautions 
taken  and  number  and  results  of  analyses: — 

Report  of  Analyst  does  not  indicate  plumbo  solvent  action 
in  any  of  the  testings  made. 

(/v)  Action  in  respect  of  any  form  of  contamination: — None. 

(v)  Particulars  of  the  numbers  of  dwelling  houses  and  the 
number  of  the  populations  supplied  from  public  water 
-  mains: — 

Houses  Population 

(a)  Direct  to  the  houses  . .  8,766  26,640 

(b)  By  means  of  stand  pipes  . .  Nil  Nil 

(2)  Drainage  and  Sewage:  Work  commenced  at  the  end  of 
the  year  on  the  extension  of  the  intercepting  sewer  from  Norman 
Road  Bridge,  Heath  Road  to  the  junction  of  Heath  Road  and 
Moughland  Lane. 

The  discharge  of  untreated  sewage  into  the  River  Mersey  is 
unsatisfactory,  both  aesthetically  and  from  the  Public  Health  aspect. 
Sewage  disposal  works  should  therefore  be  considered  a  necessity. 

(3)  Public  Cleansing  :  A  weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  has 
been  maintained  throughout  the  whole  of  the  district.  The  three 
“Paxit”  rear  loading  compression  vehicles  which  carry  bigger  pay 
loads  have  resulted  in  a  big  saving  on  running  costs  and  are  quite 
adequate  to  deal  with  the  new  houses  being  built. 

The  purchase  of  a  new  “Paxit”  refuse  vehicle  provides  for  a  ser¬ 
viceable  vehicle  in  reserve  in  the  event  of  breakdown  etc. 

The  extra  refuse  from  houses  in  the  No.  1  Smoke  Control  Area 
was  dealt  with  satisfactorily. 

Disposal  of  the  refuse  by  controlled  tipping  at  the  Castle  Rise 
Tip  presents  a  difficult  problem  as  the  disused  quarry  is  rapidly 
filling  up.  Constant  care  is  needed  in  covering  the  tip  daily  and  treating 
the  tip  surface  daily  with  insecticide  in  the  summer  months  in  order 
to  prevent  a  nuisance  arising  to  the  surrounding  houses. 

Early  attention  will  have  to  be  given  to  the  acquisition  of  further 
suitable  land  for  tipping  but  suitable  sites  are  difficult  to  obtain. 
The  future  long  term  need  for  the  disposal  of  refuse  will  have  to  be 
met  by  the  provision  of  an  Incinerator  or  Composting  Plant. 

(4)  Public  Conveniences.  Attention  is  now  being  concentrated 
on  providing  new  Public  Conveniences  at  Weston  Point  and  on  the 
Common  to  replace  the  present  inadequate  accommodation.  It  is 
hoped  that  these  new  conveniences  will  be  erected  in  1963. 
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Vandalism  is  still  occurring  in  the  Conveniences  in  the  town  and 
although  not  on  as  large  a  scale  as  previous  years  it  still  involves 
the  Council  in  heavy  expenditure  in  repairing  buildings  and  fittings. 

(5)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area: 

Inspections  made  for  all  purposes  . .  . .  . .  5,340 

Nuisances  dealt  with  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  171 

Notices  served  (Informal)  . .  . .  . .  . .  88 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 — Record  of  Nuisances,  1962 

Number  of  complaints  in  respect  of  dwellings  1 83 

Number  of  Preliminary  notices  served  (embracing 
171  Nuisances)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  88 

Number  of  preliminary  notices  complied  with 
without  resorting  to  Statutory  Notices  (embracing 
90  Nuisances)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  67 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  as  authorised 
by  the  Council  (embracing  98  nuisances)  . .  43 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  (em¬ 
bracing  47  Nuisances)  . .  . .  . .  . .  33 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  outstanding  from  1961 
complied  with  in  1962  (embracing  5 1  nuisances)  . .  23 

Number  of  Legal  proceedings  instituted  for  failure 
to  comply  with  Statutory  Notice  . .  . .  . .  4 


Rent  Act,  1957 — Record  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair,  1962 

During  1962  there  was  only  1  application  for  a  Certificate  of 
Disrepair  which  was  issued  in  respect  of  all  defects.  There  were  no 
applications  for  cancellation  of  Certificates  from  landlords. 
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Summary  of  Visits  and  Inspections 


Food  Premises  : 

Bakehouses  . ...  16 

Cafes,  Canteens,  Restaurants  .  44 

Food  Shops  .  124 

Food  Vehicles  .  9 

Licenced  Premises  .  26 

Public  Market  .  88 

Unsound  Food  .  53 

Other  Visits  : 

Atmospheric  Pollution — Smoke 

Nuisance  .  76 

Smoke  Control  Areas  . 1,332 

Canal  Boats  .  7 

Complaints  .  158 

Demolition — Unfit  Property  .  56 

Disinfections  and  Disinfestations  ...  61 

Drainage .  260 

Factories  and  Workplaces  .  25 

Hairdressers  .  18 

House  Inspections  and  Enquiries  . . .  284 

Housing — Improvement  Grants...  ...  445 

Infectious  Disease  Enquiries  .  291 

Interviews  199 

Marine  Store  Dealers  .  2 

Miscellaneous  Visits  .  159 

Music  Halls  and  Theatres  .  38 

Nuisance  Abatement  .  357 

Pet  Shops .  5 

Petroleum  Acts  .  47 

Piggeries .  11 

Public  Baths  ...  . .  9 

Public  Conveniences  .  224 

Schools  .  10 

Shops  (other  than  Food) .  11 

Refuse  Removal  and  Disposal .  501 

Rodent  Control .  240 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  . 30 

Waste  Land  .  13 

Water  Supply  .  6 

Sampling  : 

Water  (Domestic)  .  4 

Water  (Baths)  .  12 

Ice  Cream  and  Lollies  .  41 

Atmospheric  Pollution .  48 

Total . 5,340 


11 


6)  Atmospheric  Pollution  and  Smoke  Abatement 

For  the  purposes  of  recording  solid  matter  and  sulphur  present 
in  the  atmosphere,  four  stations  are  in  operation  consisting 
of  deposit  gauges  and  lead  peroxide  apparatus.  The  gauges  and 
apparatus  are  situated  at: — 

Beacon  Hill  Reservoir  Highfield  Tannery 

Weston  House  Town  Hall  Grounds 

The  residue  is  collected  on  the  1st  of  the  month  or  as  near  as 
possible  for  analytical  examination. 

In  1963  it  is  intended  to  commence  recording  by  means  of  the 
Combined  Smoke  Filter  and  Volumetric  Sulphur  Dioxide  Apparatus 
which  will  give  daily  measurements  of  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide 
in  the  atmosphere. 


Measurements  of  Deposited  Matter  with  the  Deposit  Gauge 

The  amount  of  total  solids  in  tons  per  square  mile,  and  the 
average  rainfall  during  the  year  1962  was  as  stated  below: 


Month 

Beacon 

Hill 

Reservoir 

Weston 

House 

Highfield 

Tannery 

Town 

Hall 

Average 

Rainfall 

inches 

January 

16.37 

81.73 

24.28 

7.55 

1.58 

February  . 

15.75 

16.01 

11.54 

10.18 

1.09 

March  . 

17.28 

43.90 

26.30 

12.76 

1.15 

April 

19.27 

37.37 

24.03 

14.63 

2.01 

May . 

26.48 

55.17 

20.50 

11.47 

2.04 

June... 

11.04 

15.74 

12.91 

5.30 

0.93 

July  . 

11.47 

23.64 

15.15 

6.57 

1.33 

August 

16.40 

18.04 

11.26 

11.08 

3.88 

September 

16.28 

10.58 

14.02 

8.66 

2.48 

October 

13.40 

29.02 

10.58 

7.48 

1.55 

November 

8.44 

15.34 

6.86 

6.18 

0.99 

December . 

18.65 

7.54 

17.85 

18.65 

2.10 

Monthly  Average  ... 

15.90 

29.50 

16.27 

10.04 

1.76 

Annual  Rainfall:  21.13  inches. 
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The  measurement  in  milligrams  of  S03  per  day  per  100  square 
centimetres  of  lead  peroxide  during  the  year  1962  was  as  follows: 


Measurements  of  Sulphur  Dioxide  with  Lead  Peroxide  Apparatus 


Month 

Beacon 

Hill 

Reservoir 

Weston 

House 

Highfield 

Tannery 

Town 

Hall 

January 

2.62 

2.15 

2.65 

1.68 

February  . 

2.52 

1.98 

2.71 

1.57 

March  . 

2.50 

2.46 

2.48 

2.06 

April  . 

1.66 

1.91 

2.81 

1.46 

May . 

2.05 

1.60 

2.62 

1.05 

June . 

1.76 

1.18 

2.35 

0.68 

July  . 

1.69 

1.23 

1.99 

0.64 

August  . 

1.97 

1.09 

1.46 

0.74 

September 

1.98 

1.11 

2.49 

0.72 

October 

2.30 

1.44 

2.34 

0.96 

November 

2.77 

2.15 

2.75 

1.65 

December  ... 

2.62 

2.56 

2.62 

1.81 

Monthly  Average  . . . 

2.20 

1.74 

2.44 

1.25 

The  average  monthly  readings  of  solid  matter  expressed  in  tons 
per  square  mile,  and  for  measurement  of  sulphur  dioxide  since  1958 
are  set  out  in  the  tables  below: — 


Average  Monthly  Solid  Matter  in  Tons  per  sq.  Mile 


Year  . 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

Monthly  Average 

24.64 

17.56 

16.90 

16.04 

17.97 

Total  Annual  Deposit 
(tons  per  sq.  mile) 

295.50 

210.69 

194.37 

172.95 

215.17 

Average  Monthly  Measurement  of  Sulphur  Dioxide  with  Lead 

Peroxide  Apparatus 

(mg.  of  S03  per  day  per  100  sq.  cm.  lead) 


Year 


1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

2.04 

2.08 

1.94 

1.85 

1.91 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956 — Industrial  Provisions 

Observations  have  been  taken  of  all  chimneys  in  the  area  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Dark  Smoke  (Permitted  Periods)  Regulations, 
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1958.  Trouble  is  still  encountered  from  time  to  time  with  hand  fired 
furnaces  and  in  one  instance  an  automatic  fired  boiler  working 
beyond  its  rated  capacity.  Representations  have  been  made  to  one 
industrial  firm  to  change  to  automatic  stoking  in  order  to  eliminate 
the  human  element  in  stoking.  It  is  hoped  that  the  boiler  installation 
working  beyond  its  capacity  will  shortly  be  replaced  by  a  bigger 
installation. 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956 — Smoke  Control  Areas 

Plans  were  put  in  hand  for  the  Council’s  second  Smoke  Control 
Area  and  an  Order  was  made  in  July  bringing  this  into  operation  on 
the  1st  October,  1963. 

Objections  were  made  by  certain  residents  mainly  on  the  grounds 
of  smoke  from  the  adjacent  railway  line  and  an  Inquiry  was  held  by 
an  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  in 
December,  and  subsequently  the  Order  was  confirmed  without 
modification  and  will  come  into  operation  on  the  date  recommended, 
1st  October,  1963. 

When  in  operation  the  number  of  premises  then  subject  to  Smoke 
Control  Orders  in  the  town  will  be  approximately  2,646  premises 
covering  895  acres. 

A  great  deal  of  the  Department’s  time  was  concerned  with  the 
administrative  details  involved  in  the  survey  of  fireplaces  in  the  area 
and  in  all  1,332  visits  were  made  for  this  purpose. 


(7)  Public  Swimming  Baths 

The  Urban  District  Council  maintains  a  Public  Swimming  Bath 
which  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  Town’s  mains  and  passed 
through  a  filtration  plant  charged  with  chlorine.  It  is  tested  for  its 
purity  and  chlorine  content  periodically  during  the  season,  and  its 
physical  characteristics  are  satisfactory.  Daily  checks  are  made  for 
chlorine  content  by  the  Baths  Superintendent. 

Six  chemical  and  six  bacteriological  samples  of  Bath’s  water 
were  tested  and  the  Analyst  reported  on  the  fluctuations  of 
the  composition  of  the  water  at  various  times,  e.g.  when  the  load 
was  heavier  and  the  temperature  consequently  higher.  Attention 
was  immediately  given  to  any  adverse  report  and  the  process  of 
chlorination  adjusted  as  required. 


(8)  Eradication  of  Vermin 

The  following  particulars  are  given  of  action  taken  for  the 
eradication  of  vermin: — 
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Infested  and  Disinfested 


No.  of 

Council  houses 

No.  of 
othe /  houses 

No.  of 
business 
premises 

Bed  Bugs  . 

1 

3 

_ 

Cockroaches  . 

5 

— 

— 

Ants  . 

12 

1 

1 

Silverfish  . 

6 

1 

— 

Red  Mites  . 

1 

— 

— 

Fleas  . 

— 

1 

— 

Total . 

25 

6 

1 

(9)  Rodent  Control 

During  the  year  the  administration  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage 
by  Pests  Act,  1949,  has  led  to  many  visits  and  treatments  of  dwellings 
and  business  premises  being  carried  out.  The  number  of  premises 
inspected  was  304. 

Treatment  of  infestations  at  private  dwellings  is  carried  out  free 
of  charge,  but  a  charge  is  made  for  rodent  control  work  in  connection 
with  trade  premises  and  land. 

During  the  year  1962  disinfestations  were  carried  out  by  the 
Rodent  Operator  at  287  premises;  1,330  visits  in  all  were  made. 

The  disinfestations  dealt  with  consisted  of: — 

Business  Premises,  88 ;  Private  Dwellings,  179;  Council  Premises,  18. 

Sewer  treatment  was  carried  out  in  the  months  of  May  and  Octo¬ 
ber  with  satisfactory  results. 

A  10%  test  of  all  sewers  and  a  testing  of  all  manholes  which  are 
known  to  be  subject  to  rodent  infestation  are  given  special  attention. 
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SECTION  C 


(1)  HOUSING 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  in  Urban  District,  31st 


December,  1962  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  8,766 

Density  of  houses  (number  of  houses  per  acre)  . .  . .  . .  2.81 

Number  of  houses  (new)  erected  during  1962: — 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  . .  . .  . .  . .  32 

(b)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ..  ..  ..  130 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  Local  Authority: — 

Permanent  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2,485 

Prefab.  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  52 

General  Fund  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 


Slum  Clearance  Programme— Housing  Act,  1957 

Progress  has  been  maintained  with  the  re-housing  of  families  and 
demolition  of  properties  included  in  the  Council’s  5  and  10  year 
programme  of  Unfit  Houses. 

Fifteen  families,  comprising  48  persons  have  been  re-housed 
during  the  year.  Forty  two  houses  have  been  demolished  and  one 
closed  during  the  year. 

During  the  year  1962  Orders  have  been  made  in  respect  of  46 
Unfit  Houses,  of  which  21  were  awaiting  confirmation  by  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  houses  have  been  dealt  with  in  the  following  manner: — 

(a)  By  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  . .  . .  . .  . .  21 

(b)  By  Clearance  Orders  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  15 

(c)  Individual  Unfit  Houses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 

The  number  of  housing  inspections  carried  out  in  the  year  was 

284. 

(2)  Improvement  of  Houses 

During  the  year  48  Standard  Grants  and  8  Discretionary  Grants 
have  been  made  to  owners  for  the  improvement  of  houses  by  the 
provision  of  amenities  to  structurally  sound  houses.  The  amount  of 
grants  payable  in  respect  of  these  houses  was  £4,543. 

In  addition  since  1954  256  Standard  and  54  Discretionary  Grants 
have  been  made  and  an  amount  of  £11,931  paid  to  owners  to 
improve  houses.  Despite  this  the  rate  of  improvement  is  very  slow. 
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In  an  effort  to  increase  the  number  of  improvements  to  houses 
the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  issued  Circular 
42/62  in  August,  1962,  asking  Local  Authorities  to  step  up  their 
efforts  to  secure  this  increase.  It  was  suggested  this  should  be  done 
by  two  methods  : — 

(a)  Designating  areas  in  which  all  the  houses  would  be  brought 
up  to  the  improved  standard. 

(b)  By  improving  houses  in  particular  streets. 

Three  areas  were  designated  which,  in  all,  comprised  428  houses 
of  which  approximately  130  were  lacking  some  of  the  modern 
amenities.  Despite  circularising  each  owner  with  the  details  of  the 
scheme  and  the  monetary  grants  they  could  obtain,  only  five  ap¬ 
plications  were  received  for  grant  aid. 

A  survey  is  being  carried  out  of  houses  in  streets  and  they  will  be 
circularised  in  a  similar  manner  to  the  designated  areas. 

The  disappointing  response,  especially  from  landlords,  shows 
that  to  improve  houses  at  a  quicker  rate  there  needs  to  be  some  form 
of  compulsion  to  achieve  the  Minister’s  objective. 

The  number  of  visits  in  connection  with  Standard  and  Discretion¬ 
ary  Grants  made  by  this  Department  was  445. 


(3)  COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  Urban  District, 
the  last  one  was  demolished  in  1959. 


(4)  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CANAL  BOAT  INSPECTOR 

The  number  of  Canal  Boats  passing  through  the  Urban  District 
during  1962  has  practically  finished. 

Only  seven  inspections  of  the  Canal  Boats  were  made  and  no 
contraventions  of  the  Canal  Boat  Regulations  were  found. 

The  population  of  the  seven  Canal  Boats  referred  to  consist  of  : — 
Male,  3 ;  Female  3 ;  Children  5  (Girls  1 1  and  6  years,  Boys  3,  4,  and 
5  years). 

There  were  no  cases  of  overcrowding  discovered  or  infectious 
disease  reported  on  any  Canal  Boat  during  the  year. 

The  Canal  Boats  “Winifred”  and  “Loretto”  used  for  housing 
purposes  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation.  The  occupants 
of  these  two  boats  have  now  been  re-housed  and  the  boats  are  to 
be  disposed  of  for  other  purposes. 
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SECTION  D 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

(1)  (a)  Milk  Supply 

There  are  two  dairy  farms  in  the  area  of  the  Urban  District, 
both  of  which  are  registered  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food. 

One  dairy  in  the  area  is  licensed  for  the  Pasteurisation  of  milk  by 
the  High  Temperature  Short  Time  System. 

(b)  Milk  Sampling 

The  following  table  indicates  the  Reports  of  the  Analyst  of 
samples  taken  by  the  County  Council  in  the  Urban  District  during 
the  year  1962  : — 

SAMPLING  FOR  CLEANLINESS  AND  EFFICIENCY  OF 

HEAT  TREATMENT 


Class  of  Milk 

No.  of 
Samples 

Appropriate 

Tests 

No.  of  Samples 

Passed 

Failed 

Pasteurised 

60 

Phosphatase 

60 

— 

Methylene  Blue 

60 

— 

Sterilised 

117 

Turbidity 

117 

— 

Tuberculin  Tested/ 

Phosphatase 

56 

— 

Pasteurised 

56 

Methylene  Blue 

55 

1 

Tuberculin  Tested 

11 

Methylene  Blue 

9 

2 

(2)  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1960 

All  dealers’  licences  under  the  above  Regulations  are  issued 
by  the  Cheshire  County  Council,  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority 
for  the  area. 

(3)  Ice  Cream  Samples 

Twenty-one  samples  of  ice  cream,  4  samples  of  ice  cream  mix  and 
16  samples  of  ice  lollies  were  submitted  to  the  Analyst  for  report, 
and  the  table  herewith  gives  the  results  of  the  same  : — 
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Type  of  Samples 

No.  of 
Samples 

Grade 

1 

Grade 

2 

Grade 

3 

Grade 

4 

Ice  Cream 

21 

16 

3 

2 

_ 

Ice  Cream  Mix 

4 

3 

— 

1 

— 

Ice  Lollies 

16 

16 

— 

— 

— 

Suitable  action 

was  taken 

in  the  cases  which 

were  in 

Grade  3 

and  subsequent  samples  were  satisfactory. 

There  are  86  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 


1  (a)  Food  Premises  in  the  Area 


Type 

No.  in  area 

No.  registered  under 
Sect.  16  F  &  D  Act,  1955 

Grocery  and  General  Stores 

87 

— 

Greengrocery 

20 

— 

Butchers 

23 

11 

Fish  and  Chips 

18 

18 

Wet  Fish 

9 

— 

Cooked  Meats 

4 

4 

Cafes,  Canteens 

23 

— 

Licensed  and  Off  Licensed 
Premises  and  Clubs 

48 

— 

Bakers  and  Confectioners 

15 

— 

Sweets 

26 

— 

Total 

273 

33 

(b)  Inspection  of  Food  Premises 

219  visits  and  inspections  have  been  made  to  food  premises, 
and  16  notices  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  served  in  respect 
of  re-decoration  of  premises,  provision  of  hand-washing  facilities, 
renewal  of  worn  equipment,  structural  repairs  and  protection  of 
open  food. 

No  prosecutions  were  instituted  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regula¬ 
tions. 
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(c)  Unsound  Food 

The  undermentioned  articles  of  food  were  found  to  be  unfit  foi 
human  consumption  and  surrendered  : — 

Tinned  and  Bottled  Foods 

Corned  Beef  . .  . .  . .  56  lbs. 

Fish  .  1  lb. 

Fruit  . .  . .  . .  . .  216J  lbs. 

Fruit  Juices  . .  . .  . .  4f  lbs. 

Ham  . .  . .  . .  . .  163J  lbs. 

Jam  . .  . .  . .  . .  10  lbs. 

Luncheon  Meat  . .  . .  . .  75  lbs. 

Meat  . .  . .  . .  . .  7f  lbs. 

Milk  .  11  lbs. 

Milk  Pudding  . .  . .  . .  10  lbs. 

Ox  Tongue  . .  . .  . .  24  lbs. 

Pork  . .  . .  . .  . .  45J  lbs. 

Sauces  and  Pickles  . .  . .  7  pts. 

Vegetables  . .  . .  . .  13 \  lbs. 

Other  Foods  . .  . .  . .  28  lbs. 


Fresh  Foods 

Beef  . .  . .  . .  . .  43  lbs. 

Butter  . .  . .  . .  . .  12  lbs. 

Lamb  . .  . .  . .  . .  31  lbs. 

Liver  . .  . .  . .  . .  68  lbs. 

Margarine  . .  . .  . .  1 J  lbs. 


(2)  Slaughterhouse 

The  Council-owned  Slaughterhouse  is  no  longer  tenanted,  and 
butchers  are  supplied  with  meat  mainly  from  Stanley  Market, 
Liverpool  and  a  small  quantity  brought  into  the  area  from  small 
slaughterhouses  in  the  surrounding  areas  where  it  was  closely 
inspected.  These  arrangements  fully  cover  the  slaughtering  need 
of  the  area. 


(3)  Aldulteration,  etc. — Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Cheshire  County 
Council  for  the  following  report  of  the  work  carried  out  by  his 
department  in  the  Runcorn  Urban  District  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  during  the  year  1962  : — 
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List  of  Samples  obtained  in  the  Runcorn  Urban  District  during  the 

year  ended  31st  December,  1962 


Name  of  Sample 


Number 

obtained 


Brussel  Sprouts  . .  . .  . .  1 

Cabbage  . .  . .  , .  . .  1 

Carrots  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Cauliflower  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Cream  (Tinned)  . .  . .  . .  1 

Coffee  and  Chicory  Essence  .  .  1 

Edible  Gelatine  . .  . .  . .  1 

Fish  Paste  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Flour  Plain  ....  . .  . .  1 

Iced  Lolly  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Indian  Tonic  Water. .  . .  . .  1 

Iodised  Table  Salt  . .  . .  . .  1 

Jam  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Lettuce  .  .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Margarine  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Marmalade  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  1 

Mayonnaise  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Milk . 45 

Mincemeat  . .  .  .  . .  . .  1 

Mushrooms  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Mustard  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Pears  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  1 

Potted  Beef  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Rum  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Rice  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Saccharin  Tablets  . .  . .  . .  1 

Salad  Cream  . .  . .  . .  1 

Sausage,  Mixed  . .  . .  . .  2 

Sausage,  Beef  . .  . .  . .  1 

Sausage,  Pork  .  .  . .  . .  1 

Suet,  Beef  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Table  Jelly  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Tomato  Ketchup  . .  . .  . .  1 

Whisky  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 


Number  adulterated  or 
not  up  to  the  recognised 
standard  of  quality 


Particulars  of  Complaints  from  Private  Purchases 
(Not  submitted  for  analysis) 


Complaint  from  Complaint 

Housewife  Bottle  of  milk  containing 

firework  sparkler 

Housewife  Tin  of  Turkey  Supreme 

containing  a  woodlouse 


Housewife  Bottle  of  milk  containing 

piece  of  cardboard 

Housewife  Tin  of  stewed  steak  contain¬ 

ing  piece  of  carcass  cloth. 


Remarks 

Vendors  fined  £5 

Purchased  in 
Chester — handed 
to  Chester  P.H. 
Department. 

Supplier 

cautioned. 

Packers 

cautioned. 


SECTION  E 

Deaths,  Infections  and  Other  Diseases,  Statistics. 

1.  During  the  year  there  were  57  deaths  recorded  from  cancer  as 
compared  with  54  in  1961. 


Details  of  Cancer  deaths  over  the  past  Five  years. 


Year 

Site 

1-14 

Age  Gi 

15-44 

onps  in 

45-64 

Years 

65-74 

75 

and 

over 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

popu¬ 

lation 

To 

a 

ag 

tat 

ll 

fes 

M 

F 

1958 

Stomach 

— 

— 

2 

3 

2 

r 

4 

3 

Lungs,  Bronchus 

— 

2 

6 

4 

1 

\ 

1.97 

11 

2 

Other  Sites 

— 

1 

11 

10 

9 

1 

L 

14 

17 

1959 

Stomach 

_ __ 

— — 

3 

5 

7 

r 

7 

8 

Lungs,  Bronchus 

— 

1 

3 

3 

1 

\ 

1.92 

8 

— 

Other  Sites 

1 

5 

8 

7 

6 

1 

L 

11 

16 

1960 

Stomach 

_ 

_ 

3 

2 

1 

r 

4 

2 

Lungs,  Bronchus 

— 

— 

8 

6 

2 

\ 

1.78 

14 

2 

Other  Sites 

— 

2 

7 

9 

7 

l 

10 

15 

1961 

Stomach 

_ 

_ 

2 

1 

4 

r 

5 

2 

Lungs,  Bronchus 

— 

— 

10 

7 

2 

< 

2.07 

16 

3 

Other  Sites 

— 

5 

9 

9 

5 

L 

12 

16 

1962 

Stomach 

_ 

_ 

3 

3 

2 

f 

4 

4 

Lungs,  Bronchus 

— 

— 

5 

5 

1 

< 

2.14 

11 

— 

Other  Sites 

■  1 

4 

14 

10 

10 

l 

15 

23 

22 


2.  Infectious  and  other  Notifiable  Diseases,  1962. 

(Corrected  Notifications) 


Tuberculosis  notifications  are  given  in  a  separate  section  of  the 
report. 


3.  TUBERCULOSIS 

Tables  indicating  Notifications  and  Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 
over  the  last  ten  years. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
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Number  of  cases  removed  from  the  Register  during  1962: 


Reason  for  Removal 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Recovered 

7 

7 

_ 

1 

Left  District 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Change  of  Diagnosis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  : 

8 

8 

— 

1 
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TOTAL  DEATHS,  1962 


1. 

Causes  of  Death 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

Males 

Females 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

1 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

4 

4 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

11 

— 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

5 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

2 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms . . 

15 

15 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

1 

16. 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

16 

17 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

38 

16 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

3 

4 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

10 

21 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

8 

10 

22. 

Influenza 

• — 

2 

23, 

Pneumonia 

11 

7 

24. 

Bronchitis 

18 

3 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

2 

1 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

1 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

• — 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

— 

1 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

— 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

— 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

14 

12 

33. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

2 

1 

34. 

All  other  Accidents 

2 

1 

35. 

Suicide 

2 

— 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

Total  . .  159  126 


Comparability  Factors  :  Births  0.96  ;  Deaths  1.30 
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Annex  attached  to  report  : 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 
HEALTH  IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1962  FOR  THE 
URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  RUNCORN  IN  THE  COUNTY 

OF  CHESHIRE 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories 
Act.  1961. 
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PART  1  OF  THE  ACT 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors)  


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

1.  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authorities  ... 

11 

5 

_ 

_ 

2.  Factories  not  included  in  (1) 
in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

65 

28 

4 

_  .  _ 

3.  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises)  . 

13 

8 

Total  . 

89 

41 

4 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  (If  defects  are  discovered  at  the 
premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned 
as  two,  three  or  more  ' ‘cases”) 


Number  of  cases  in  which 

defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 
(6) 

Particulars 

(1) 

Referred 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S. 4)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage,  floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7): 

(a)  insufficient  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(, b )  unsuitable  or  defective 

3 

3 

— 

1 

— 

( c )  not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  relating 
to  Out-work)  . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

Total  . 

4 

3 

— 

1 

— 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 

Outwork 

(Sections  133  and  134) 


Section  133 

Section  134 

Nature 

of 

Work 

0) 

No.  of 
outworkers 
in  August 
list  required 
by  Section 

1 33(1  >(c) 

(2) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending  lists 
to  the 
Council 
(3) 

No.  of 
prosecutions 
for  failure 
to  supply 
lists 

(4) 

No.  of 
instances  of 
work  in 
unwholesome 
premises 

(5) 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

Prose¬ 

cutions 

(7) 

Making  etc. 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Wearing 

apparel 

Cleaning  and 
Washing 

Household 

inen  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Curtains  and  furniture 
hangings  . 

3 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

_ 

Furniture  and  upholstery... 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

- 

— 

Electro-plate  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

File  making  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Brass  and  brass  articles  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fur  Pulling 

. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Iron  and  steel  cables 
and  chains  . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Iron  and  steel  anchors 
and  grapnels  . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Cart  gear 

. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Locks,  latches  and  keys  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Umbrellas, 

etc.  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Artificial  flowers  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nets,  other  than  wire  nets 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tents  ... 

. . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sacks  . . . 

. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Racquet  and  tennis  balls 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Paper  bags 

. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

The  making  of  boxes  or 
other  receptacles  or 
parts  thereof  made 
wholly  or  partially  of 
paper  . 

— 

Brush  making  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pea  picking 

. 

— 

— 

— 

!  - 

— 

— 

Feather  sorting . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carding,  etc.  of  buttons  etc. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Stuffed  toys  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Basket  making . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Chocolates  and  sweetmeats 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cosaques,  Christmas 
stockings,  etc . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ _ 

_ 

_ 

Textile  weaving  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lampshades  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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CHESHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 
RUNCORN  DIVISIONAL  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
DIVISIONAL  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1962 

INTRODUCTION 

To:  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Runcorn  Divisional  Health  Committee  : 

Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  those  sections 
of  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Services,  Act  1946,  for  which  this 
Committee  is  responsible. 

As  in  previous  years  the  report  is  sub-divided  into  the  various 
sections  of  the  Act  and  gives  details  of  the  work  carried  out  during 
the  year. 

All  the  Child  Welfare  Centres  within  our  area  are  well  attended 
except  Kingsley  where  numbers  are  small.  A  new  Clinic  began  in 
the  St.  Andrew’s  Church  Hall,  Grange  N.U.,  Runcorn,  on  10th 
May  1962.  This  clinic  is  held  fortnightly  and  shows  a  steady  increase 
in  attendances.  A  purpose  built  clinic  is  badly  needed  in  this  growing 
area.  At  the  other  end  of  the  district,  the  number  of  attendances 
at  the  Grappenhall  Centre  continues  to  grow.  Fortunately  the  new 
building  at  Grappenhall  was  begun  during  the  year. 

The  figures  for  primary  vaccination  against  Diphtheria,  Whooping 
Cough,  Tetanus,  are  90+  %.  Arrangements  are  made  for  booster 
doses  to  be  given  at  18  months,  school  entry  and  9  years  of  age. 
Again  the  excellent  co-operation  of  parents  and  family  doctors 
enables  us  to  show  a  percentage  of  90+  % — one  of  the  highest  in  the 
whole  country. 

During  the  year  a  mass  campaign  using  oral  Poliomyelitis  vaccine 
was  planned.  It  was  decided  to  offer  this  through  the  schools  and  at 
the  same  time  to  give  parents  and  other  members  of  the  public 
the  opportunity  to  attend  evening  clinics.  These  evening  clinics 
were  held  at  Runcorn,  Frodsham  and  Stockton  Heath  every  month 
from  April  until  the  end  of  the  year.  The  number  of  adults  who 
came  for  vaccination  was  disappointingly  small — only  about  20% 
of  those  eligible.  On  the  other  hand,  a  great  many  of  these  parents 
had  already  been  vaccinated  with  Salk  vaccine  so  that  the  total 
number  of  adults  vaccinated  against  Poliomyelitis  is  reasonably 
satisfactory — 60%.  Amongst  the  school  children,  about  71%  had 
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oral  vaccine.  When  combined  with  the  figures  for  Salk  vaccine,  this 
means  that  over  95%  of  young  people  in  this  area  have  been  vac¬ 
cinated  against  Poliomyelitis  .This  highly  satisfactory  figure  should 
mean  that  while  sporadic  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  may  still  occur, 
the  child  population  should  be  protected  from  an  epidemic  of  this 
dread  disease. 

The  larger  number  of  smallpox  vaccinations  recorded  is  due  to 
the  smallpox  scare  early  in  the  year.  As  you  know,  this  alarm  proved 
to  be  false  but  it  did  provide  the  Health  Department  staff  with 
an  exercise  in  epidemic  control.  I  am  glad  to  record  that  everyone 
played  their  part  most  efficiently. 

Domestic  Help.  This  was  the  first  full  year  of  our  full  time  Domestic 
Help  Supervisor — Mrs.  Shepherd.  As  anticipated,  Mrs.  Shepherd’s 
appointment  enabled  the  service  to  cope  far  more  efficiently  with 
the  rising  demands,  and  freed  health  visitors  for  other  work.  As 
usual,  the  expansion  in  this  service  is  mainly  among  tne  elderly. 
As  well  as  helping  the  elderly  to  live  in  their  own  homes,  the  service 
relieves  the  pressure  on  hospital  and  welfare  beds  which  continue 
in  short  supply.  Often  because  of  these  shortages,  it  has  to  continue 
to  care  for  people  who  really  need  hospital  or  welfare  home  beds. 
The  home  helps  cope  uncomplainingly  with  some  very  difficult 
cases.  Since  the  care  of  the  elderly  is  a  growing  problem,  those 
services  which  look  after  them  will  need  to  be  expanded. 

In  this  field  I  would  like  to  say  how  much  help  we  receive  from  the 
County  Welfare  Department  who  are  always  very  co-operative.  I 
am  also  grateful  to  Dr.  I.  P.  Rowlands,  the  Geriatric  Physician, 
for  her  help — one  particularly  valuable  aspect  of  which  is  to  take 
elderly  people  into  hospital  for  a  short  stay  while  relatives  take  a 
deserved  rest.  Lastly  but  not  least  I  would  like  to  pay  tribute  to  the 
work  of  the  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committees,  particularly  the 
“Meals  on  Wheels”  Service  which  serves  all  parts  of  the  area  except 
Stockton  Heath  and  Grappenhall.  There  is  a  real  danger  of  malnu¬ 
trition  amongst  the  elderly  infirm  who  live  alone,  and  this  Service 
is  a  valuable  tool  of  preventive  medicine. 

A  disquieting  feature  of  the  year’s  work  among  the  elderly  is 
the  number  of  elderly  people  who  become  so  infirm  and  dirty  that 
action  under  Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  has  to  be 
considered.  In  most  cases  I  have  been  able  to  persuade  the  persons 
to  leave  home  voluntarily  but  it  is  sad  work  which  takes  up  a  lot 
of  time. 

Pressure  for  places  at  the  Day  Nursery  continues  to  grow  and 
at  the  end  of  the  year  some  27  children  were  on  the  waiting  list. 
Of  the  average  attendance  of  30,  25  were  priority  cases.  These 
figures  show  that  the  Day  Nursery  fills  a  real  need  in  the  community. 
The  buildings  are  near  the  end  of  their  useful  life. 
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I  should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Divi¬ 
sional  Health  Committee  for  their  support  and  help  to  me  on  all 
occasions. 

The  co-operation  and  assistance  of  the  County  Medical  Officer 
and  his  staff,  the  Clerk  to  the  Divisional  Health  Committee,  the 
staff  in  my  Divisional  Health  office  and  the  nursing  staff  in  the 
Division,  has  been  greatly  appreciated. 

I  beg  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  L.  PATTERSON. 

Divisional  Health  Office, 

36  Halton  Road, 

RUNCORN. 


SECTION  22 

CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

There  are  eight  Child  Welfare  Centres  in  the  Division,  three 
of  which  are  held  in  County  owned  premises  (Runcorn,  Frodsham 
and  Stockton  Heath)  and  five  of  which  are  held  in  premises  rented 
by  the  County  Council  for  the  actual  Sessions  (Grappenhall,  Helsby, 
Kingsley,  Weston  Point  and  Grange  Neighbourhood  Unit,  Runcorn). 

The  Infant  Welfare  Centres  are  as  follows: — 


Frodsham 

Welfare  Centre, 

The  Rock 

Alternate  Tuesdays 
at  2.  0  p.m. 

Grappenhall 

Methodist  Sunday  School  Tuesdays  at  2.  0  p.m. 

Helsby 

British  Insulated 
Callender’s  Cables  Works 
Recreation  Room 

Alternate  Tuesdays 
at  2.  0  p.m. 

Kingsley 

Hurst  Chapel 

Second  and  Fourth 
Wednesdays  at 

2.  0  p.m. 

Runcorn 

Welfare  Centre 

Halton  Road 

Wednesdays 

10  a.m.  and  2.  0  p.m. 

Grange  N.U. 

St.  Andrew’s  Church 

Hall,  Festival  Way 

Second  and  Fourth 
Thursdays  of  month 
at  2.  0  p.m. 

Stockton  Heath 

Welfare  Centre 

65  Whitefield  Road 

Mondays  2.  0  p.m. 

Weston  Point 

Russell  Road  Hall 

First  and  Third 
Thursdays  of  month 
at  2  0.  p.m. 
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In  addition  to  Infant  Welfare  Clinics,  Orthopaedic,  Ophthalmic, 
Dental  and  Minor  Ailments  Clinics  are  held  at  the  Frodsham, 
Runcorn  and  Stockton  Heath  centres  during  the  month,  and  at 
Runcorn,  Ante-  and  Post-Natal  Clinics  are  also  held  each  Thursday 
at  10  a.m.  A  Toddlers  Clinic  on  the  second  Thursday  of  the  month, 
and  Physiotherapy  and  Speech  Therapy  Clinics  are  held  during 
the  month.  A  Speech  Therapy  Clinic  is  now  held  each  Wednesday 
at  the  Stockton  Heath  Welfare  Centre. 

The  new  Child  Welfare  Centre  on  the  Grange  Neighbourhood 
Unit,  Runcorn,  was  opened  early  in  the  year,  and  the  attendances 
have  gradually  increased  each  month. 

Work  commenced  on  the  building  of  the  new  Welfare  Centre 
at  Grappenhall. 

The  Committee  inspected  the  Welfare  Centres  at  Runcorn,  Frod¬ 
sham  and  Stockton  Heath,  and  the  Day  Nursery,  Runcorn,  on 
the  annual  inspection  of  County  owned  and  rented  properties,  and 
attention  was  given  to  alterations,  repairs  and  replacements  re¬ 
quired. 


Day  Nursery 

There  is  one  Day  Nursery  in  the  Division,  situated  in  Okell 
Street,  Runcorn. 

During  the  year,  the  average  daily  attendance  at  the  Nursery 
was  30,  an  increase  of  one  on  the  previous  year. 

Attendances  at  the  various  clinics  held  at  the  Welfare  Centres 
and  for  the  Day  Nursery  are  given  in  the  following  tables: — 


A. 

Mothers’  Clinics 

New  Cases 

Total  Attendances 

Ante-Natal 

. .  329 

2,044 

Post-Natal 

Dental : — 

1 

59 

Pre-Natal 

6 

12 

Nursing  Mothers 

12 

35 

Dentures  supplied  . . 

•  • 

10 

(i) 

Young  Children’s  Clinics 
Infant  Welfare: 

New  Cases 

Total  Attendances 

To  1  year 

..  1,021 

7,946 

1  to  2  years 

. .  — 

1,035 

(ii) 

2  to  5  years 

Specialist: 

•  • 

1,182 

Ophthalmic  (under  5)  . . 

38 

85 

Dental  Treatment  (under 

5)  . .  41 

34 

50 

B.  (i)  Welfare  Centres 


New  Cases 

Total  Attendances 

0-1 

0-1 

1-2 

2-5 

Frodsham . 

106 

641 

108 

148 

Grappenhall  . 

170 

1,760 

177 

110 

Helsby  . 

86 

916 

170 

179 

Kingsley  . 

18 

145 

41 

82 

Runcorn  . 

294 

2,390 

289 

454 

Runcorn  -  Gran  ge  N .  U .  ... 

92 

376 

28 

18 

Stockton  Heath  . 

177 

1,204 

117 

156 

Weston  Point  . 

78 

514 

105 

35 

Totals  . 

1,021 

7,946 

1,035 

1,182 

(ii)  Ophthalmic  Clinics 

New 

Total 

Cases 

Attendances 

Frodsham 

10 

17 

Runcorn 

11 

24 

Stockton  Heath 

17 

44 

Totals  . . 

38 

85 

Ante-Natal  Clinics 

Post-Natal  Clinics 

New 

Total 

New 

Total 

Clinic 

Cases 

Attds 

Cases 

Attds 

Frodsham 

145 

1,334 

1 

58 

Runcorn 

184 

710 

— 

1 

TOTALS 

329 

2,044 

1 

59 

(iii)  Day  Nursery,  Runcorn 


Aged  0 — 2  years 
2 — 5  years 


Average  No. 
Attending 

7 

23 


Total 

Attendances 

1,813 

5,543 


Sale  of  Branded  Welfare  Foods — The  Sale  of  proprietory  brands  of 
Welfare  Foods  at  Kingsley,  Runcorn,  Grange  N.U.  and  Weston  Point 
is  carried  out  through  my  office.  During  the  year,  the  total  sales 
amounted  to  £1,250  2s.  Id.  an  increase  of  £161,  over  the  previous  year. 

At  Frodsham,  Helsby,  Grappenhall  and  Stockton  Heath  clinics 
the  sale  of  Welfare  Foods  is  carried  out  by  Voluntary  Societies. 
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Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods — M.O.F.— During  the  year  no 
new  distribution  points  were  opened  in  the  Division.  The  Centre 
at  Sutton  Weaver  closed  on  31st  October  as  the  new  owner  at  the 
Post  Office  was  not  prepared  to  continue  with  the  sales  and  no 
alternative  could  be  found. 

Although  there  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  amount  of  National 
Dried  Milk  sold  at  Centres,  the  amount  of  Cod  Liver  Oil,  A.  &.  D. 
Capsules  and  Orange  Juice  sold  at  Centres  continued  to  decrease. 

The  following  are  details  of  the  distribution  points  and  com¬ 
modities  sold  during  the  year: — 


Commodities 


Centre 

N.D.  Milk 

Half 

Cream 

Cod  Liver 
Oil 

A.  &  D. 
Capsules 

Orange 

Juice 

Runcorn 

7,214 

315 

428 

598 

3,271 

Appleton 

652 

— 

16 

21 

175 

Frodsham 

1,777 

92 

132 

95 

1,160 

Grappenhall 

1,179 

— 

201 

163 

1,118 

Helsby  . 

642 

9 

87 

104 

1,172 

Kingsley 

119 

5 

29 

41 

284 

Manley 

256 

— 

8 

3 

182 

Moore  . 

350 

— 

9 

— 

80 

Nor  ley  . 

435 

9 

31 

18 

140 

Preston  Brook  ... 

145 

— 

8 

1 

59 

Stockton  Heath 

1,348 

— 

129 

412 

1,830 

Sutton  Weaver  . . . 

252 

— 

23 

15 

97 

Thelwall . 

378 

— 

7 

17 

160 

Weston 

319 

— 

— 

6 

53 

Weston  Point  ... 

1,104 

— 

46 

93 

517 

Total  Issues  ... 

16,170 

430 

1,154 

.  -  -  . 

1,587 

10,298 

Issues  to 

Institutions  ... 

Totals  for 
Division 

13 

— 

72 

— 

72 

16,183 

430 

1,226 

1,587 

10,370 

SECTION  23— MIDWIFERY 

Under  this  Section  the  Committee  are  responsible  for: — 

(i)  Provision,  where  necessary,  of  accommodation  for  midwives 
and  the  maintenance,  repair  and  alterations  required  for  such 
premises. 

(ii)  Provision  of  transport  for  midwives  where  necessary  in  cases 
of  emergency. 

Apart  from  the  Midwives  residing  in  30  Georges  Crescent, 
Grappenhall  and  10  Stanley  Villas,  Runcorn,  all  other  County 
Midwives  in  the  Division  reside  in  their  own  homes. 
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During  the  year  the  Committee  inspected  the  County  rented 
midwives  properties  and  repairs  requiring  attention  were  dealt  with. 

Transport  and  medical  requisites  were  provided  as  and  when 
required. 


SECTION  24— HEALTH  VISITING 

The  Committee  are  also  responsible  for  the  housing  accom¬ 
modation  of  Health  Visitors.  No.  10  Stanley  Villas,  Runcorn,  is 
occupied  by  one  of  the  Runcorn  Health  Visitors.  All  other  Health 
Visitors  in  the  Division  reside  in  their  own  homes. 


SECTION  25— HOME  NURSING 

With  the  exception  of  the  three  district  nurses  in  Runcorn  and  one 
district  nurse/midwife  at  Budworth  and  Helsby,  who  reside  in  their 
own  homes,  the  remainder  now  reside  in  County  owned  or  rented 
property. 

The  Committee  inspected  all  County  owned  and  rented  properties 
in  the  Division,  and  action  was  taken  regarding  any  alterations, 
repairs  or  renewals  requiring  attention. 


SECTION  26— VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

Every  effort  was  again  made  during  the  year  to  bring  to  the  notice 
of  parents  the  need  to  have  their  children  vaccinated  and  immunised. 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  figures  given  below  that  there  was  a 
large  increase  in  the  number  of  persons  vaccinated  against  smallpox. 
This  was  due  to  the  smallpox  outbreak  in  the  country  generally, 
and  in  particular  to  the  ?  case  of  smallpox  which  occurred 
in  Runcorn. 

During  the  year  oral  poliomyelitis  vaccine  was  offered  to  all 
school  children,  and  all  the  schools  in  the  Division  were  visited 
to  give  this  vaccine. 

Early  in  1963  it  is  proposed  to  visit  all  primary  schools  in  the 
Division  to  offer  Diphtheria  immunisation  to  all  children  who 
have  commenced  school  since  September  1961. 

The  figures  set  out  in  the  following  tables,  compiled  from  record 
cards  received,  show  the  number  of  vaccinations  and  immunisations 
carried  out  during  the  year.  For  comparison  purposes  the  figures 
for  the  previous  year  are  also  given  : 
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VACCINATION 


Welfare  Centres 

Doctor's  Surgery 

Total 

Primary 

1962 

1,165 

2,615 

3,780 

1961 

25 

619 

644 

Re-Vaccination 

1962 

1,827 

3,019 

4,846 

1961 

— 

123 

123 

IMMUNISATION— PRIMARY 


Diphtheria 

1962 

1961 

— 

8 

10 

8 

10 

Combined 

whooping  cough/ 

diphtheria  and 

1962 

240 

621 

861 

tetanus 

1961 

270 

740 

1,014 

IMMUNISATION— REINFORCING  INJECTIONS 


Diphtheria 

1962 

1961 

— 

60 

93 

60 

93 

Combined 

whooping  cough/ 

diphtheria  and 

1962 

72 

229 

301 

tetanus 

1961 

60 

300 

360 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS 

During  the  year  all  the  schools  in  the  Division  have  been  visited 
and  all  the  children  whose  parents  consented,  were  given  oral 
poliomyelitis  vaccine. 

The  total  number  given  the  vaccine  was  6,923,  approximately 
71  %  of  the  number  of  children  on  the  registers.  The  total  number  of 
children  who  have  been  vaccinated  against  Poliomyelitis  either  by 
oral  or  injected  vaccine  is  about  95  %. 

The  parents  of  these  children  were  also  offered  oral  vaccine, 
and  special  clinics  were  held  at  the  Welfare  Centres  at  Frodsham, 
Runcorn  and  Stockton  Heath. 

Regular  monthly  sessions  were  held  at  the  Frodsham,  Grappenhall, 
Runcorn  and  Stockton  Heath  Welfare  Centres  for  the  necessary 
injections  to  be  given. 
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SECTION  28 

PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 


Tuberculosis 

The  Health  Visitors  were  informed  of  all  new  cases  and  asked  to 
visit  and  complete  the  environmental  report  sheet,  and  where  the 
patients  had  not  attended  the  Chest  Clinic  for  examination,  they 
were  advised  to  do  so.  Every  effort  was  made  to  persuade  the 
contacts  to  attend  for  examination. 

On  receipt  of  the  completed  report  sheets,  these  were  checked  to 
ascertain  what  help  was  required. 

Details  of  cases  during  the  period  1st  January  to  31st  December, 
1962  are  as  follows  : 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

(fl) 

Total  number  of  cases  on 
register — 

1st  January,  1962 

164 

130 

16 

27 

337 

31st  December,  1962  ... 

160 

122 

16 

27 

325 

(b) 

Removals  from  register, 
1st  January  to  31st  Decem¬ 
ber,  1962 — 

Died  . 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Left  district  . 

1 

3 

— 

— 

4 

Recovered  . 

13 

15 

— 

— 

28 

16 

18 

— 

— 

34 

(c) 

Number  of  notifications 
received  1st  January  to 
31st  December,  1962 — 

New  Cases  . 

10 

4 

- - 

— 

14 

Transfers  . 

2 

6 

— 

— 

8 

Restored  to  register 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

10 

— 

— 

22 

R.C.G.  Vaccination 

During  the  year  parents  of  children  in  the  13  years  age  group 
attending  schools  in  the  Division  were  given  the  opportunity  of 
having  them  given  B.C.G.  vaccination,  and  I  am  pleased  to  report 
that  there  was  a  very  good  response,  approximately  80%  agreeing 
to  the  vaccination  of  their  children. 
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The  following  schools  were  visited  during  the  period  under  review : 

Balfour  Road  Secondary  Modern  Schools,  Runcorn 
The  Grange  County  Secondary  Schools,  Runcorn 
St.  Edwards’  R.C.  School,  Runcorn 
Helsby  County  Grammar  Schools  (Boys  and  Girls) 

Helsby  County  Secondary  School 
Frodsham  County  Secondary  School 
Kingsley  County  Secondary  School 
Stockton  Heath  County  Secondary  School 
Stockton  Lodge  Private  School,  Stockton  Heath 
Grappenhall  Hall  Special  School,  Grappenhall 
Belmont  Hall  College,  Gt.  Budworth. 

Netherton  House  School,  Frodsham 

Details  of  the  number  of  forms  issued,  tests  carried  out  and  B.C.G. 
given  during  the  year  are  as  follows: — 


Before  Vaccination 

No.  of  consent  forms  issued  . .  . .  . .  . .  651 

No.  of  children  for  whom  consent  received  . .  . .  529 

No.  Mantoux  tested  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  514 

No.  positive  to  Mantoux  test  . .  . .  . .  . .  109 

No.  vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  . .  . .  . .  . .  405 

No.  re-vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  . .  . .  . .  . .  20 

After  B.C.G.  Vaccination 

No.  positive  to  follow-up  Mantoux  (12  months)  . .  387 

No.  negative  to  follow-up  Mantoux  (12  months)  . .  20 


Following  the  Adrian  report  on  x-ray  hazards,  the  practice  of 
sending  children  under  15  to  the  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Unit 
was  discontinued.  Now,  instead  of  x-raying  all  mantoux  positive 
children,  only  those  children  with  a  strong  positive  mantoux  are 
x-rayed.  These  are  done  at  the  Chest  Clinic  by  arrangements  with 
Dr.  Hughes.  The  parents  of  these  children  are  also  notified  to  attend 
for  x-ray  in  an  endeavour  to  find  possible  contacts. 

Care  of  the  Aged 

Under  the  County  Council  Chiropody  Scheme  for  persons 
over  65  and  handicapped  persons,  a  total  of  1,910  treatments  were 
given,  749  at  the  Chiropodists’  Surgery  and  1,161  at  patients’  homes. 

The  “Meals  on  Wheels”  service  proved  very  useful  to  the  elderly 
who  are  housebound. 

Loan  of  Nursing  Equipment 

Supplies  of  Nursing  equipment,  apparatus,  etc.,  are  available  for 
loan  to  patients  from  stocks  supplied  to  district  nurses  in  accordance 
with  the  scale  agreed  to  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council  and  my 
Committee.  A  reserve  stock  is  also  kept  at  my  Divisional  Office. 
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The  demand  for  the  loan  of  this  equipment  again  greatly  in¬ 
creased  during  the  year. 


Convalescent  Home  Treatment 

The  Committee  has  power  to  send  persons  in  need  of  rest  but  not 
nursing  care  to  convalescent  homes.  Six  applications  were  received 
for  such  treatment  during  the  year,  and  arrangements  were  made  for 
treatment  for  two  weeks  in  each  case. 

Patients  are  required  to  pay  towards  the  cost  of  their  stay  in  these 
homes,  according  to  the  scale  laid  down  by  the  County  Council. 


Handicapped  Persons 

Visits  have  been  made  during  the  year  to  persons  on  the  Handi¬ 
capped  Persons  Register,  and  help  arranged  where  necessary. 


Health  Education 

Health  Education  is  a  very  important  part  of  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment’s  work,  albeit  a  difficult  one,  and  one  whose  degree  of  success 
is  impossible  to  assess.  Posters  are  displayed  throughout  the  Division 
and  pamphlets  are  distributed  at  the  Welfare  Centres. 

An  encouraging  aspect  of  this  work  is  the  good  attendances  at  the 
ante-natal  classes  at  Stockton  Heath  and  Runcorn.  These  young 
mothers  are  given  talks  on  various  aspects  of  health,  and  their 
interest  and  enthusiasm  is  very  refreshing.  This  is  undoubtedly  a 
successful  way  of  getting  Health  Education  across  to  people. 

The  individual  contact  of  Health  Visitors  in  the  course  of  their 
daily  rounds  remains  the  largest  single  factor  in  this  work. 


SECTION  29— DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 

The  number  of  domestic  helps  employed  at  31st  December,  1962, 
was  62. 

The  number  of  cases  provided  with  domestic  help  during  the  year 
increased  from  217  to  280,  an  increase  of  63.  The  total  number  of 
hours  domestic  helps  were  supplied  to  cases  was  40,423  compared 
with  35,006  in  1961,  an  increase  of  5*417  hours. 

The  following  table  shows  the  types  of  cases  supplied  with  help 
during  1961  and  1962: 
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Confinement 

Tuberculosis 

Aged 

Cases  of  other 

Year 

Cases 

Cases 

Persons 

Illness 

1962 

60 

1 

198 

21 

1961 

28 

2 

164 

23 

At  31st  December  1962  there  were  131  protracted  cases  remaining 
on  the  register,  an  increase  of  23  on  the  1961  total. 

2,500  domiciliary  visits  were  made  during  1962. 

During  the  year  the  Committee  considered  all  cases  supplied  with 
the  services  of  a  domestic  help. 

In  addition  to  the  cases  tabled  above,  a  further  139  applications 
wer e  received  where  help  was  not  provided,  usually  because  the 
applicant  refused  to  pay  the  assessed  charges  for  the  service,  or 
because  other  arrangements  were  made. 

The  increase  in  Maternity  cases  attended  is  extremely  satisfactory 
when  one  remembers  that  the  Domestic  Help  Service  was  started 
originally  to  care  solely  for  mothers  and  young  children.  The  modern 
trend  of  early  discharge  from  hospital  is  bringing  more  short  term 
work  to  the  service,  and  Maternity  cases  will  continue  to  be  given 
first  priority. 

Owing  to  the  social  changes  taking  place,  whilst  the  demand 
increases  so  the  labour  force  available  decreases,  and  recruitment 
of  suitable  help  is  extremely  difficult,  especially  in  the  rural  areas, 
although  the  standard  achieved  is  very  satisfactory. 
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